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THE PORCH PALETTE &
GOURD PAIRING INDEX

A Curated Guide to Heirloom Cultivars, Natural Tones, and Architectural

Light

01 The Four Primary Heirloom Archetypes

Leave the safety-cone orange at the
supermarket. Read the farmers'
market as a florist reads a stall — for
tone, texture and structure — and
choose heirlooms that sit quietly
against stone, brick, weathered timber
and warm brass lanterns.

MARKET FIELD REFERENCE

CULTIVAR & ORIGIN

O
@

The Ghost /
Lumina
Cucurbita pepo

N. American white
strain

The Blue
Jarrahdale
Cucurbita maxima

Jarrahdale, W.
Australia

The Fairytale /
Musquée de
Provence

Cucurbita moschata
Provence, France

i Marina di
Chioggia /

Sea Pumpkin
Cucurbita maxima
Chioggia, Veneto, Italy

NATURAL SKIN
PALETTE

000

Chalk white, bone,
alabaster; faint
green rib seams.

00

Slate blue-grey,
oxidized zinc,
muted sage.

Terracotta, warm
ochre, burnished
nutmeg.

00
Sea-pine green,
charcoal-forest;
blistered skin.

FLESH DENSITY & CARVING
NOTES

Porcelain-smooth, thin crisp
walls — the easiest canvas for
pin-pricking. Light reads cold
and pure.

Heavy, dense walls; deep
structural ribs. Use a sharp
paring knife — it outlasts
orange field pumpkins.

Squat wheel profile, deep
lobes. Wide flat faces ease
curved cuts; the natural
anchor of a stack.

Thick, warty rind with
exceptional rot resistance.
The cavity glows an intense,
warm amber.

02 'The Front-Porch Stack Architecture

BEST PAIRED STENCIL STYLE

Clean architectural numbers, geometric
arches, high-contrast monograms.
PORCH Charcoal slate, aged red brick, dark

bronze hardware.

Bold botanical cutouts — ginkgo, oak,
fern — and relief skin-peeling.
PORCH Limestone steps, olive-tree planters,

unlacquered brass.

The Architectural Entry Keystone Arch
and bottom-tier stack numbers.
PORCH Natural white oak, woven jute
doormats, dried broomcorn.

Minimal celestial cutouts and stark
starbursts; the dark skin maximizes
negative space.

PORCH Black steel planters, textured
concrete, matte black doors.

THREE-TIER GRADUATED
STACK

I - FOUNDATION TIER 30-40 CM WIDE
Flat Fairytale or Long Island Cheese — carved from
the bottom, stem intact.

Il - INTERMEDIATE TIER 25-30 CM WIDE
Slate Jarrahdale or Alabaster Lumina.

Il - CROWN TIER 15-20 CM WIDE
Small ribbed Sweet Dumpling, Baby Boo or Dark

Green Acorn squash.

03 ILLUMINATION & COLOR TEMPERATURE SPECIFICATIONS

CORE RULE

Never cut the stem from a lower
tier. Hollow each gourd through an
inverted bottom access hole, so its
intact stem becomes the nesting
pedestal for the tier above.

Q CANDLELIGHT - 1800-2200 K

& ARCHITECTURAL LED - 2700 K

Natural beeswax or tea lights. Best for
deep orange and terracotta varieties: a
soft, historic hearth glow.

Warm-white battery puck lights. Crucial
inside Lumina and Jarrahdale to keep
house numbers legible from 10 m.

@ MOISTURE SEAL RITUAL

Rub every exposed cut edge with a little
olive oil to seal in moisture and keep rims
from curling.
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